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The Cemetery of the
Nameless Ones

Only in Vienna author Duncan J. D. Smith gives vs an in-
sight into his exceptional guide book.

of all vienna's fifty fve cemeterss, both
targe and small, one of the most poignant
must surely be the Semelery of the Hame-
lzss Ones (Fredhof der Mameniosen). it lies
on the bank of the Alpern Dock ceyond
30Me huge groin warehouses and s protec-
ted from flzoding by an earthen rampart
{Hochwasseschutzdamm)] erected in the
earty 19305 Lying just outsige the city limits
the cemetery 5 somewnat difficult to get to
and is conseguently ittle visited, other than
the first Sunday after All Saint” Day (Hoven-
ber 1st], when some Viennese lay flowers
here,

Another reason that few visitors come is be-
couse of the 104 corpses loid to rest here
between 1900 and 1740, the mojority are
unidentified having been found drowned in
the rver nearoy. Their corpses were washed
ashare Dy the cument at the confiuence of
the Donube Canal and Danube proper.
Anlrnough fory-four persons were later igen-
tiflied, the final resting ploces of most are em-
belished only with a clump of mounful pu-
ple iris and a simple cross inscribed with the
wiord Hamenles [Hameless|. The ocoasional
flickerng candie and bunch of flowers lends
a fouching dignify fo fhis melancholic place
otherwise mareed onty oy a small Chapel of
the Resurestion added in 1935, Mo wonder
the actrass Juie Delpy wWas 50 moved when
her cnaracter Celine visits the cemeteny in
the remantic film Before Sunrse.

Between 1840 and 1679 the cemetery nad
g pregecessor on the rivercank itsed, called
Auf dem Souhoufen, although the 478 bo-
dies buried there were never exrumed and
the site nos been abondonad fo the iver fo-
rest; g plague foday manks tne site of tnis ost
cemeteny.

With the construction of the neary Alcem
grain dock in 193F the fver cuments weare
themseives aifersd 5o that the Danube no

onger brings its dead 1o the Cemetery of the
Hameiess. Despite this, eoch A1 Sgint's Day
witnesses the flsnermen of Albem build araf
decoroted with wiegthes bearng 4 pague
inscriced “For the dead of the Danube™ in
Gemman, Siovakian and Hongarion. Accom-
paried by a moumiully praying band theroft
5 pushed out into the nver from winere it arifts
sty Qownsiream o Brariskava, Eszrergom,
Budapest and beyond.

11th District (Simmering). the Cemstery of
the Wameless (Friedhof der Namenlosen) af
Alberner Haten

Tramn 71 from U-Bahin Simmesing (U-3] to fer-
minus o Eaiserebersdorfer Sirasse, then Bus
Fés orwalk

Text @ 2006 Duncan J. O Smith adapted from
tre ook Only in vienna: A Guide 1o Hdden
Comers. Uittle-known Places and Unusual
Objects Dy Duncan J. D. Smith [2005]

(’O.r.\';.r in Wienna is not your typical c:iy-"\.
guide and & ideal for those whe have
just amived, lovers of lecal history as well
as those who think fhey know everything
abaut vienna.

Ko sfone i unfumed in 3milh's guide as
the book deals with eoch dishict tho-
roughly and fhoughifully.  Stories high-
lighted include the history behind the only
statue of Fronz-Josef, Europe's hongest
reigning monarch, and James Bond's ap-
pearance in Vienna - both officially and
umneodficially.

The boak is beauifully ilushced too. an
absolute must if you want to know Vienna
beyond the pomp of its impenal history
and fancy of infernofional flair. Avalable
fi buy of The Baifish Bookshop.
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The author's biography:

Duncan James Dufron Smith was born in
sneffield, England in 19400

From the age of 10 he nas been an avid
cosector of all things nistoical and ran
nis own private museum {in his parents
celar!] before going on to read Ancient
History and Archoeology at Birmingham
University in 1979,

A5 @ result he has undertaken numerous
expaditions around Greece and Turkey.
He has co-written and ilustrated four
nighly successful books on the history
and curicsities of sSheffield, ther nome-
town, and the English county of Yorkshire
inwhich that city lies.

He is also the guthor of the bestssling to-
pegrophical ook Yorkshire A Porrait in
Colour, which has oeen in print contin-
uously for o decode. Duncan has akso
undertaken radio and felevision work in
the course of promating his creative ef-
forts. Having spent most of his working life
in the publishing Dusiness he is now war-
king curmently as a freelance travel writer
and photographer, sharng his time be-
rween Englana and Central Europe. His
most recent book is the very sucoessful
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Cndy in Vienna, published in Spring 2005
in bath English and German.

A seguel, Only in Budapsst, was published
in May 2008 and the third fifle in the se-
ries, Cnly In Prague, fo be published in
Spring 2007. At present he is researching
hiz next book, Cnily in Berdin.

Cniy In Budopesi has recently been pu-
blished, Only in Progue will come next
Spring. and the series will continue in 2008
with Cniy in Be






