YORKSHIRE CURIOSITIES

FROM the Middle Ages honey was an
important crop, being used for the swes-
aning in the days before sugar, and for
making mead, Colonies of bees ware kept
al most of the great houses as well asz
many farms.

In the weiter parts of England, notably

Yorkshime, Lancashine, the am] Dervon,
the conical straw hivas (or “skeps™) usod
unkil 1862 required shelter from the sle
mants and from moisture on (e groond,
A popular method of achieving this was
the construction of a stone bee wall with
alcoves (15 to 30 inches square] on e
sheltered side in which the skeps were
placed. The alcoves were set several fieot
above ground leval. 1n Yarkshire these
aleoves are known as bee holes, although
the Scottish expression bee bale (meaning
6 recess| is often applied. To confuse the
iswe furilber, Yorkshire hee boles are
sornetimes called bes howusas, 4 erm which
outgide Yorkshire refers to 8 woosden hut
used to house hives!

Beer bales come in maEny sl'h;lpm: and
sizea from a single alcove to s row, with
Mat or rounded lintels and some with
sholves to take more than one hive, The
finest example in Yorkshire can be found
in the grounds of Nulwith Cote Farm just
south of Masham (Ordnance Survey Land-
ranger Sheet 89: SE 230/788). Here half a
dozan aloﬁau:tl_l.r built bee holes are oo 2o
side by side along th base of an ouibuild-
inmg. We spoltisd a similarly sturdy row of
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bew holes at & farm on the A160 2.5 miles
narth of Malton. On a hillock just beyand
Mulwith Cote Farm is 0 nsleworthy but
dilapidated Classical dovecobe.

OF a similar form but of more modest
construction is a row of bee bales in a gar-
den wall ot West Scrafion in Coverdale,
and a furiher row of eight are built into a
hillside in a leld at Hurst, west of Rich-
mond. More modest again = & single,
albalved b hole in g garden ol Sedbusk
mear Hawes into which three hives could
be placed one above the other.

lE.lriuusl anough the carliost known
example of a straw skep was found at the
Coppergate excavitions in York and dates
from the twalfth cantury,

S0 far owr examples have boen
restricted to North Yorkshire and sadly it
seems il will remain this way. A gale in
the mid 1080s blew down South York-
shire's only bee wall in o frmyard sl
Hem Ijﬁl‘mld south-cast of Barnsley. With
a height of twenty feet and room for
thirty-six skeps it had stood for some 300
years. Frustratingly it was in th eprocess
of being restored when the gale struck and
today only a few fewndaltion slonas over-
run with weeds mark the site of this lost
Yorkshire curiosity.

This article hag besn adapled from the
Ilen‘fj'r!:lubﬂ.rhﬂd “Novth and Enst York-
shire Curiosities™ by Duncan and Trever
Smith (The Dovecole Press, Stanbridge,
Wimnbswne, Dorsst BH 21 4 £5.95),
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